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Section 1. Legislative findings. Tobacco products are very accessible to children and 


adolescents in Cortland County. Access through swU-service tobacco displays Ís a 
contributing factor to this problem whereby tobacco products are more easily obtained 
through illegal sales or shoplifting. A 1997 county-wide assessment indicates that 79% of 
tobacco ritel! establishmenrs have multiple self-service displays. As well, figures from a 
1997 youth tobacca use survey for Cortland County revealed that, overall, 33% of youth are 
regular tobacco users and 28 Sof these users admittedly shoplift as a means of obtaining 
tobacco products. Yer, 60% of these tobacco users stated their desire to quit, although only 
g% were successful, : ' : 


Youth tobacco use in Cortland County can no longer ba twierated or overlooked, The 
American Medical Association bas classified youth tobacco use as s pediatric disease. To 
help deviate thé current problem and to prevent future tobacco use, alll tobacco products 
should be secured behind monitored service counters and vending machines should be placed 
only in areas inaccessible to youth, | : 


Section 2. | Purpose, Itis the purpose of this local lsw to ald enforcement of laws 
probibiting ths sale of tobacco products to minors, to reduce minors’ access po tobacco, und 
to reduce the incidence of minors shoplifting tobacco products by eliminating open-access 
displays end intreasing the miinor/sales clerk interaction during the sales transaction. 


Section 3. Definitions, For the purposes of this local law: 

(a.) “Person” shal! mean aay individusl, parmership, corporation, axsociation, or 
any combinations of individuals and corporatlons, by whatever means organized. 

(b.) “Retailer” ahal mean any person who operates a store, shop, beoth, saad, 
concession or any other place where tobacco is sald to purchasers for coasumption or use. 

(c.) “Tobacco product” means any one or more cigarette or cigar, Chewing 
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tobacco, powdered tobacco, smokeless tobacan, snuff, pipo tobacco, or any other tobacco 
roduct. ; ` 
(d.) "Local Health Otticer” shall be defined as sct forth in Part 11 of the New 
York State Sanitary Code. 
(e.) “Bar” shali be defined as set forth in Article-E of the Public Health Law. 
(f.) “Tobacco business” shall be defined as set forth in -Acticle-E of the Public 
Health Law. : 


Section 4. Seif service sales prohibited. No person or retailer shall display or store 

tobacco in any manner for sale, storage, or distribution without charge, which permits direct 

customer access or self service by the custamer, whether by shelf display, kiosk, veading 

machine, or other means of open display. This provision shall not apply to the sale of 

tobacco producrs in vending machines located in a bar, in che bar area of a food service 

establishment with a valid on-premises full liquor license, or in a tobacco business. This 

exemption does net apply to a bar lacated in a bowling alley or any othar business In which Ta 
a significant, as deemed by the Local Health Officer, portion of its clieatale consists of 

people under the age of eighteen years. 


Section 5. Enforcement and penalties, A violation of Secdion 4 of this local law shall 
be a violacion punishable hy a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars. Every peace officer 
within the County of Cortland is authorized to issue to any person or retailer found in 
violation pf this lacal law, a ticket to appear before o justice of any municipal court locatec 
within the County. The Loca! Health Officer is authorized to enforce this local law by 
administrative proceedings held in accordance with the provistuns set forch in Anicle If of 
the Cordand County Sanitary Code. Amy penalty imposed and collected by the Local Health 
Officer with respect to a violation of this law shall be used for tobacco use prevention and 
control efforts administared by the Cortland County Health Department Jor purposes of 
preventing adolescent tobacco use. 


Section 6. Effective date. This local law shall become effective sixty days after filing 
as required by law, 
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